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Eastern suburbs’ signature golf holes at The
Lakes, The Australian, New South Wales, Bonnie
Doon and St Michael’s
When it comes to golf, it doesn’t get much better than courses in Sydney’s eastern suburbs which are home to some of the
most breathtaking holes in the country. Discover the 15 signature holes.
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Hole 6 at New South Wales Golf Club in La Perouse. Photo: New South Wales Golf Club

More Coverage

When it comes to golf in Sydney, it doesn’t get much better than courses in the eastern

suburbs, being home to some of the most breathtaking holes in the country.

With the likes of The Lakes at Mascot, Royal Sydney at Rose Bay, New South Wales at La

Perouse, Bonnie Doon at Pagewood, St Michael’s at Little Bay and The Australian at

Rosebery, the eastern suburbs courses are the pinnacle of golf in Sydney.

We’ve compiled a list of some of the best and most challenging holes in the eastern

suburbs.

The Lakes Golf Club:

HOLE 1:

Hole 1 at The Lakes Golf Club in Mascot. Photo: Facebook

Tony O'Rourke, caddying Dimitrios Papadatos at the Australian Open at The Lakes. Photo: Facebook

Golfing great turned course designer Jack Nicklaus once said the opening hole should

allow players to ease into their round. But, The Lakes takes a completely different

approach, offering golfers arguably the toughest starting hole in Australia.

Club life member Tony O’Rourke said there were a number of elements which made the

hole so great.

“[It] gets in your face straight away … it’s very strategic,” O’Rourke said.

“There’s a hero element because you could go straight across that water … so that you’ve

only got a little shot [into the green].

“That all depends on the wind and how confident you are, so it’s a brilliant looking hole.

“But it’s a difficult hole. And certainly if there’s a southerly and there’s always wind out

there … it could be as much as a shot or more harder than on a day when the wind is

helping you.

“You just don’t know what you’re up for until you stand on that tee.”

Hole 11:

Hole 11 at The Lakes Golf Club in Mascot. Photo: Facebook

Like many holes at The Lakes, the 11th has a constant water threat for golfers and while

it is picturesque, it’s one of the most daunting par 5s in the country.

“When a pro stands on that tee … he knows it’s worthwhile going after it,” O’Rourke

said.

“If you get after it, he’s then got that to the green for two shots, but the [second] shot to

the green is very intimidating, because the green is right up against the water.”

O’Rourke recounted a conversation he had with Australian golf legend Craig Parry about

John Daly who infamously hit about five balls into the water during an Australian Open.

“People said he just kept reloading and being an idiot, [but Parry said] the shots were

reaching the green but they were flaring right … so it wasn’t like it was a big dummy

spit.”

Hole 14:

The green, looking back at the water carry on Hole 14 at The Lakes Golf Club in Mascot. Photo: Facebook

O’Rourke said similar to the first hole, it all depends on the wind.

He referenced an Australian Open when tournament organisers changed it to a par 4 and

“it was so contentious because there was a southerly everyday and players couldn‘t even

get their second shot across the water”.

But when the wind is blowing a nor’easter, players like John Daly would be hitting

wedges into the “iconic” green for two.

“It’s huge, I think it’s 1500sq m or so … it’s very, very sloping and although it’s massive,

[it’s critical] to hit it into the right section,” O’Rourke said.

New South Wales Golf Club

Head teaching professional Warwick Dews at NSW Golf Club's practice range.

Hole 5 at New South Wales Golf Club in La Perouse. Photo: New South Wales Golf Club

Hole 5:

One for the “big hitters”, according to New South Wales head professional Warwick

Dews.

“If you can carry it and get it down the hill, you’ve got a short iron in to a par 5,” Dews

said.

“But it’s very risk, reward. It’s a tight drive and if it’s into the wind, it’s a genuine three

shot hole. If it’s down wind, and you want to take it on … you can get rewarded.

“When you get to the top of the hill, you get that great view, looking down over the

ocean and over Botany Bay.”

Hole 6:

Hole 6 at New South Wales Golf Club in La Perouse. Photo: New South Wales Golf Club

One of the most picturesque par 3s in the country, featuring a tee shot from Cape Banks

headland and over the ocean.

“It’s a visually daunting hole, we had some Americans out here the other day, and they

said it reminds them of [hole 16] at Cypress Point,” Dews said.

“It’s probably one of the most photographed spots in Australian golf … it’s just a magic

location, it’s a different world out there.”

Hole 13:

Hole 13 at New South Wales Golf Club in La Perouse. Photo: New South Wales Golf Club

The dogleg par 5 is another risk, reward type hole at New South Wales. It suits a right-

handed player with a draw, and despite hitting an excellent drive, what awaits you at the

green can be intimidating.

“It’s like an infinity view behind the green, so you can’t see anything from behind the

green except water, and rocks on the other side at Kurnell,” Dews said.

“The view just adds onto the great experience for people from all over the world.”

St Michael’s Golf Club

Hole 5:

5th tee at St Michael's Golf Club in Little Bay. Photo: St Michael's

The “impressive” hole called the Oasis can be a challenging par 3 for players to navigate.

St Michael’s Golf Club general manager Jeff Wagner said players must hit through a

chute of tall banksia scrub and over a vast sandy area to reach the green.

It can range from 155m to 215m, meaning each time you play the hole it can offer a

different set of challenges.

Hole 11:

11th green at St Michael's Golf Club in Little Bay. Photo: St Michael's

Despite an intimidating tee shot to a dog leg fairway, Wagner said the next shot was

“even more intimidating”. The longer hitters must hit their second shot over saltbush

scrub, to an elevated green.

Although there is plenty of fairway for players to drive, an errant shot could force golfers

to grab a second ball, or stuck searching through surrounding native bush.

Hole 17:

17th green at St Michael's Golf Club in Little Bay. Photo: St Michael's

This hole was picked out by Wagner because of the beautiful “ocean view” right behind

the golfer as you tee off. Once again there’s plenty of fairway for golfers to land their tee

shot, but it’s the second shot which narrows up a hill, which can throw a lot of average

golfers off their game.

Wagner said the hole was named after Harry Berwick, one of “St Michael’s greatest

amateur golfers”.

Bonnie Doon Golf Club

Hole 12:

Amateur golfer and Bonnie Doon member Jones Comerford

This short par 4 is one for the big hitters, Bonnie Doon amateur golfer Jones Comerford

said “I hit with a driver every time”.

While there was plenty of opportunity for golfers to take advantage of the hole,

Comerford said it was “probably the best view” he’d seen, overlooking the whole city.

Similar to the next signature hole – the 16th – it gives golfers the chance to make up for

lost shots or better their score, but there is still danger present at all times.

Hole 15:

Hole 15 at Bonnie Doon Golf Club in Pagewood. Photo: Facebook

This “super short” par 3 is “deceiving”. Despite Comerford regularly playing under par,

and this hole being rated as one of the easiest at Bonnie Doon, this “is probably the hole I

struggle with the most”.

“It’ll trick you,” Comerford said. “It’s got a massive green and if you miss it in the wrong

spot, it will completely [mess] you up.”

Hole 16:

Hole 16 at Bonnie Doon Golf Club in Pagewood. Photo: Facebook

According to Comerford this hole was best described as “risk/reward”. With out of

bounds on the right, bush on the left, and a fairway bunker covering most of the right

side, a perfect drive is needed.

Again, the big hitters can have a go at the green and be rewarded, as long as there is “no

wind”.

“It’s not a guaranteed up and down just because it’s such a shallow green,” Comerford

said.

“But it’s just a good hole, it gives you a good opportunity to go for the green, but it does

bring in a lot of risk … but if you hit a good shot, you’re probably going to make birdie …

if you mess it up, you’ll make bogey or double.”

The Australian Golf Club

Hole 9:

Matt Jones of Australia lines up a putt on the 9th hole during the Emirates Australian Open at The Australian Golf Club on
2019. Picture: Brett Hemmings

Australian Golf Club general manager Steven Shearer said each hole at the Jack Nicklaus-

designed course was remarkable in itself.

But Shearer pointed to the finishing hole on the front nine as one of the best three at the

course. When hitting your second shot into the green, especially at the Australian Open,

you’re greeted with a gallery of spectators, and the club house in the background.

Players face water all up the left hand side and Shearer said he’s seen players “make big

numbers” due to long grass on the right side. If you’re not great off the tee, he said

“you’re definitely going to struggle” with this hole.

Hole 15:

Marc Leishman of Australia chips out of a bunker on the 15th hole during the Emirates Australian Open at The Australian
Golf Club in 2019. Picture: Brett Hemmings

Shearer’s “favourite” hole on the course “by far”. He said the best feature of the hole was

“it’s extremely well bunkered” and due to its position on the course, “you’re never really

sure where the wind is coming from”.

“From a picturesque perspective, there’s nice colour in that corner of the course … and

it’s probably the toughest par three on the course,” he said.

Hole 17:

Louis Oosthuizen tees off on the 17th hole at The Australian Golf Club in 2019.

The “exceptional par 4” offers golfers a difficult penultimate hole. With water along the

left hand side from 150 metres out from the green, it’s not the hole to be errant with your

tee shot.

Shearer said a golfer must be “precise” to set

themselves up for a difficult shot to the green. He
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themselves up for a difficult shot to the green. He

further said it better suited players with a right to

left shot.

There’s plenty of undulations in the green, making

it a “very, very” hard two putt.

Hide Comments

Add your comment to this story
Join the conversation, you are commenting as Carl Logout

More related stories

Southern Courier

Three teens charged after city assault

Three men have been charged and are set to face
court after a man was left with facial injuries after
allegedly being assaulted at a convenience store in
the heart of Sydney.

City East

David Bowie’s Sydney home sold for
$8.8m

After just 14 days on the market, a sub penthouse
once owned by flamboyant rocker David Bowie
has sold for $8.8m to an art dealer.

My News Feed Read More

Southern Courier

‘Bittersweet’ victory for
MP, with key bus routes to
return

UPDATED Wentworth Courier

Emotions roll as Labor
win Coogee and Maroubra

Southern Courier

‘Won’t be distracted’:
Candidate hits back at
dirty tactics

Good Morning Carl Recommended based on what you've read

NRL

Monday Buzz: Suaalii
signing a gigantic gamble
for Wallabies

Community News

Results in: Ballina, Coffs,
Clarence, Tweed, Lismore
MPs revealed

NRL

Media Buzz: NRL’s most
promising rising
commentary star

RECOMMENDED TO FOLLOW

Trending now

News

Cop’s savage reply to

‘sovereign’ after RBT

NRL

‘Ashamed’: Bunker shocker

can't take heat off Griffin

Most commented

Minns claims victory, Perrottet quits as
Liberal leader after election bloodbath

275

Weekend Noticeboard

66

‘Ashamed’: Bunker shocker can't take heat off
Griffin

56

Media Buzz: NRL’s most promising rising
commentary star

49

Union showdown looms for newly-minted
Premier

42

dailytelegraph

Membership

Subscription Packages

Group/Corporate subscriptions

The Daily Telegraph app

Today's Paper

Newsletters

Rewards

About Us

About us

Meet the team

Job opportunities

Code of conduct

Subscriptions FAQs

Subscription terms

Financial Hardship Policy

Contact Us

Help & support

FAQs

Letter to the Editor

Photo Sales

Advertise with us

Our News Network

Herald Sun

Courier Mail

The Advertiser

news.com.au

The Australian

The Mercury

Geelong Advertiser

The Cairns Post

Gold Coast Bulletin

Townsville Bulletin

The Chronicle

NT News

The Weekly Times

CODE Sports

Our Partners

Buy Search Sell Classifieds

Find Your Local

Foxsports

Foxtel

Hipages

Kayo

My Tributes

Punters

odds.com.au

racenet.com.au

realestate.com.au

Sky News

Coupons

Brain Gains

Our Apps

A NOTE ABOUT RELEVANT ADVERTISING: We collect information about the content (including ads) you use across this site and use it to make both advertising and content more relevant to you on our network and other sites. Find out more
about our policy and your choices, including how to opt-out.Sometimes our articles will try to help you find the right product at the right price. We may receive payment from third parties for publishing this content or when you make a
purchase through the links on our sites.

Nationwide News Pty Ltd © 2023. All times AEDT (GMT +11). Powered by WordPress.com VIP Privacy policy Relevant ads opt-out Cookie policy Terms of use

Comments My profile

Commenting Guidelines

Reader comments on this site are moderated before publication to promote spirited, safe and healthy debate. Thousands of
comments are submitted daily and we do our best to publish as many as we can, but submitting one does not guarantee
publication. Comments that remain unmoderated after seven days may be rejected. Need help? See our FAQs or Commenting
Guidelines

By posting a comment you are accepting our Terms and Conditions

  

2000 characters remaining

Post a comment

POST COMMENT

All Comments Viewing Options2

R 4 days ago

My club at Randwick golf course, at Malabar beach, on the same bit of coast line as NSW, The Coast, and St
Michaels won't cost you an arm and a leg to play, or to join. A great 18 hole course for the average golfer, which
is most of us. I have been told it is the only course in Australia that has ocean views from every hole. I love it.

 Reply

David 5 days ago

It's a shame The Coast doesn't get a mention; there are some great holes requiring strategically placed tee
shots. When you compare the views and the green fees to the other courses mentioned in the article, it's great
value for your money.

 Reply
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